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Amnesly to fight rights abuse ofhomosexuals
Pression of gav men and lP«hinnc f,.« ...

By GENE KRAMER
Associated Press

WASHINGTOl^ —Amnesty Inter
national announced a six-month
campaign yesterday to combat
nghts abuses against homosexuals
m the United States.

The announcement by Amnesty
IntemaHonal USA, the U. S. branch
of the London-based human-rights
organization, coincided with the re
lease of a 24-nation survey on the
treatment of homosexuals.

Amnesty called it a groundbreak-
uig report placing "government re

pression of gay men and lesbians
squarely on the intematiortal hu
man-rights agenda."

Five U. S. states apply antiso-
homosexuals,and Amnesty International would

coMider an individual imprisoned
under these laws a prisoner of con
science and call for their immediate
and unconditional release," the or
ganization said. The states are Ar
kansas, Kansas, Missouri, Montana
and Tennessee.

Amnesty International defends
what it calls victims ofpolitical, reli
gious and ethnic persecution, tor

ture, violence and discrimination.
Curt Goering, acting director of

Amnesty USA, said the group wants
to elevate gay rights as a main
stream issue before the public aiid
such bodies as the U.N. Humpn
Rights Commission.

The oi^anization's international
council decided to take up homo
sexual rights in 1991. Exhaustive in-
ve^gations showed that gays and
lesbians, like political prisoners tra
ditionally defended by Amnesty, are
vulnerable to the pretexts govern

ments use to lockpeopleup," Goer
ing said.

Sexual orientation 'is not men
tioned in the1948 U. N. Declaration
of Human Rights, but hdmosexuals
are implicitly protected, andAmnes
ty wants to ensure that "whatis im
plicit in language isexplicit in prac
tice," he said.

The organization said it considers
prisoners of conscience" anyone

detained for peacefully advocating
gaynghts or "solely because of ho-
mosexuality." Amnesty said its six-
month U.S. campaign would in
clude the petitioning of state gov
ernments to revoke laws singling
out homosexuals.


